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William Levett  , a royalist spy, observed a muster on th26"
September 1643t Finsbury Fields where he sawNINE Trayned
Bandes Regiments and SEVEN of Auxiliaries  totalling 18,094

officers and men. TWO Auxiliary Regiments and TWO
regiments of City Horse were not at the muster which would have

seen more thar20,000 men on parade.
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Some shots of the Cittie of London Brigaddoing really
cool things in 2018J Scampston Hall [above] and other
images from Crowland AbbeyAll by Rusty Aldwinckle.
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From JCT Oyou remembethat
Brigade Commandeibloke

Dear Londoners, | thought that it was about

time we had another issue of the brigade newsletter O
London & Liberty! They seem to work best at the start

of a season, when everyone is getting their kit ready and
looking forward to the first musters of the season.

Of course, we have already had Nantwich which
saw nearly all the regiments of the brigade represented,
and your own Brigade Commander in command of the
forces of Parliament defending Nantwich from those
ncgiw Pmw_jgqrg. RfcpcUq
later in this edition of London & Liberty for those
interested to see what its like to command a large
formation of troops é . In the words of Wellington, it
u_ @cleserunthingU, ~sr rfc af _p_
troops showed through and we held on to thetown
despite being significantly outnumbered. Never was a
commander more relieved to hear that the Royalists
were disengaging, and the battle was over!

We do have a busy year ahead of us, including of
amspqc rfc acjc p_rgtl md
Annive rsary at the August Bank Holiday Muster at
Claydon in Bucks. As that weekend is fun -packed O
honestlyé , we have decided that the Brigade should
mark the 50" anniversary with a combined party at the
Bristol Major Muster at the Bank Holiday Muster at the
end of May. | am suggesting that we keep the centre of
the Brigade campsite clear, put all our various party
tents in a circle, corral our barbecues[eachregiment to
sort out their own food etc.], bring out the drinks and
catch up with all our friends withi n the brigade that we

f tclUr gccl qglac 2@17. K




Wmsp AMUg _I'b _bhsr lrqg f_tc _jgm “ccl rm rfc fvagr
March 2018. The highlights of the ARMY MEETING are as follows:

1 The concerns about taking people to hospital in your own car have been allayed by speaking to an

glgsp_lac “pmicp. M tgmsqgjw bmlUr bpgli _Ilb bpgt
the nearest Casualty department. The only proviso is that you must not profit from the transaction.
1 Rfc JIJmpb Eclcp_j g9gg dmpkgle _ lcu sOwmrecrdt jjcb An

musketeers to the cause of Parliament, and to create a place for him to retire toé
T Fmuctcp, rfc Jmpb Eclcp_j f _q _ qiliogdostaddcandmoneafp _j (
them are; so, hewill be standing again.
1 The Chief of Staff has outlined the rules by which the LG Election will take place at August Bank
Holiday. The rules are as follows: If a Brigade Commander has decided not to stand flectionas LG
Y |I'b G f _tc bcag b caSINGIE officerdgrambagthinlthatrbrigadeipoldikgaHe rank of
Major or above can put themselves forwardNominations MUST be with the Chief of staff by
MIDNIGHT on Satur day at the BRISTOL MAJOR. As it stands within Cittie Brigade we have three
eligible officers: LtCol Chapple, MajorTipn gl e & K _hmp Pgaf pbgml . YGPK
match to sort out who will standp!

We also had a very quick Brigade Meeting with everyone present welcome to take part, and we discussed
the following points:

9 Lt. Ste Applegate has introduced us to Rockingham Castle who are very interested in putting on a
MAJOR muster on the first May Bank Holiday in 2019. JCT is in early stage negotiations for this
exciting event Obut think of it as CROWLAND ABBEY taken to the scale of a SK Major
Musteré Followin g on from that we are also trying to get a Brigade Event at Rockingham Castle
for the first May Bank Holiday in 2018 to get some PR and Marketing shots for promoting the 2019

event.
1 We have been askedby the SK if we would like to be involved with Holdenb y House, and A
specifically the Cruck Cottage just off the fielb ugr f rfc _pafcq gl . UcUpc

are offering at the minute, and JCT will meet with the estate manager soon, but the SK have
suggested that the Cittie of London Brigade might like to lead on the venture. As soon as there are
kmpc bcr _gjg G ugjj qgqf _pc rfck wuvugrf wms _jj. Gd
sure that you are all on side with the plan. It could be a great asset for training, PR, and small
events, ard obviously a great setting. The COE support the idea in principle.

T Uc _pc m tgmsgjw rfc Agrrgc md Jml bnmé-en&@pirglenddnic g |

Uc ucpc gm ajmgec ugrf @ cuUqg nj _llcb cteclr _r Rs
thinking € @How can we get into London?USo, googling civil war, London, and some other bits and
"mq G a_kc sn ugrf rfc JIJmpb K_wmpUg Qfmu _Ib gl



Artillery Company [HAC] € And | started thinking Owe are about three times the size of the

HAC, with authentic kit rather than dressed-up all shinyé and if we can get the right marketing
material might we tempt either one of the banks or a Guild to sponsor us to march in The Lord

K _ wmpU®@IpQf muw r f msef r g themestrofittee méeking gnd thdy bre all interested
in testing the water. SO, at August Bank Holiday we will be bringing all of the steel headed

weapons we have in the brigade, our musket rests, and all the colours we have to the muster and we
will dress in all our MILI TIA kit to the best dress standards we can manage and we will replicate
some of the postures that the HAC do with our own steel headed weapons, and along with a few
postures of our own, get some really goodPR shots that can be developed for marketing purposes.
Now this will be a bit of a faff, and will take some time and effort, but | am really hoping that

through these efforts we can get the brigade back into the city. Fancy some ofthat?

S ] : Raa”
e Company of Pikemen
\ and Musketee

rs

These photos are from www.pikemen.orgk

1 From this conversation we talked about individual Trayned Bandes identities using our existing
regimental colours in addition to the White Regiment Colours and we all agreed that each unit
should have a Cittie Brigade @lter-egolbased upon our existing regimental colours where possible
[if the unit is not already a LTB unit].


http://www.pikemen.org.uk/

Regiment in 2018 Sealed Knot SuggestedCittie of London Brigade Persona
26" September 163

Blew Regiment of the London A_nr _gl Ec mp eGmpamgentitme Bl (
Trayned Bandes Trayned Bandes of the Cittie of London

CqgcvUg Pcegkeclr JCT Suggests-Amj ml ¢ j Hmf Companeu o
of the Orange Trayned Bandes of the Cittie of

London. [Assume usingyour existing plain
Amj ml cjl]Pg amj msp

A mj ml c J Pm: ¢ pr F k | Captain Qf mp Cobhganie of the White
- Auxiliaries of the Cittie of London .

Amj ml c | Q _kscij Hml| ¢JCTSuggestssAmj ml cj Gq__a Ncl
- Companie of the White Trayned Bandes of the

Cittie of London . [Assume usingyour plain white
Amj ml cj]Jpg amj msp

Rmucp F_kj cr URBpndesp _ \ THTB Oplease adviseonyour 168 LTB persona?

?2pr f s F C i ¢ JCT Suggests- Colonel Sir William
Qgp P P -4¢cl P9 Qn p gl eCommatlegof the Blue Auxiliaries of

the Cittie of London . [Assume usinga plain blue
Amj ml cjl]Pg amj msp

f The idea is that when we do an event like Crowland [or Rockingham CastleJ or for that matter The
Jmpb K _ wnjmwéhave @t of aptions. If we choose, we coulde-enact the Muster at Finsbury
Fields 1643with our own camps portray ing 6 different London Trayned Bandes units with our own
regimental colours. We can parade as six individual companies with distinctive colours, or we could
choose to form a single unit Othe Brigade persona- the White Trayned Bandes of the Cittie of
London, using our white colours.

9 Please be assuredthis will not affect the usual way we operate at SK events- we will maintain our
usual regimental identities Othis is a ploy specifically aimed at getting the Cittie of London Brigade
back into London. However, we should be aware that there are a number of anniversary events

7

coming up that require a Cittie of London portrayal € Newbury / Cropredy / Basing etc é



1 To put together the best PR / Publicity shots, | would ask all of you to bring your  bestmilitia kit to
August Bank Holiday muster. The drill session on Sunday morning [which will almost certainly
incorporatean Army Parade], will also be a photo-shoot.

1 We will put all the musketeers [ with their rests] into two sleeves either side of a pikedivision armed
with steel headed pikes. We will flank the units with our two artillery pieces and show the
Honourable Artillery Company what a proper unit of Trayned Bandes troops looks like.

1 So please, please, please, bring swords, armouand any other side arms or equipment that a
gctclrcclrf aclrspw °~ _|I bcqgk _I kgefr f _tc r _icl n
guality in the memory of those we re-enact and portray. Remember there are dress codes on the Cittie
of London Brigade Website whichcan be found by clickinghere.

Rf rUq rfc clb md kw p_k > jgleqg dmp |
plans for the Brigade in 2018, | hope that you are excited by them, and feel
able to commit to supporting the ideas. Of course, if you have any

suggestions, or ideas to improve thepresentation of the brigade, pleaseget in
touch, either by email at cittiebrigade@gmail.com or grab me at a muster

and let me have your thoughts!

| Rest,.
Yours for the Rights and Privileges of Parliament,.

Jon
[JCT or Johan Pilsbury]

ColonelGeneral, OC Cittie of London Brigade

@%’1{1{// Alwinck

BMLUR DMRECRipmkmrc rfc @pge bcbg Uc
www.CittieofLondonBrigade.org

MUSTER LIST 20138
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Date Event Type Organising
& Location Unit
A .
32, A'\V'%Ch | Basing House s7s Mini  [tbc] Hawkins

P Hampshire

S5hU7"May | TO BE CONFIRMED*** SR 2
Event?
N . Fmnr mil
26"U28"May | Bristol 375 MAJOR Brigade
23 & 24" June Newark Sconce 315 Large l gl eUq
Nottinghamshire

1 July Marston Moor hgarcl; / Eickf I
North Yorkshire arade

2829" July NASEBY oorcaNiseD BY THE cITTIE OF LiREE ol
LONDON BRIGADE OH A R30'%Birthday Party

August . .
Leicestershire

I CLAYDON HOUSE S T

August SK 50 ANNIVERSARY Brigade
Buckinghamshire

So here it is Othose events highlighted are the list that the CITTIE OF LONDON BRIGADE will focus their efforts
upon and will be attending in strength [PLEASE!].
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NANTWICH 20180
AKA .What exactly do JCT & the General Officers dé ?

The pre-battle briefing was given by lan [Sparrow] Bailey - taking over from Jez Harper who was called
away to deal with the sudden passing of his father -in-law. The briefing was good tempered, and Barrie
Upton and | individually agreed a start to the battle, which we broadly kept to [ | say broadly because when
we got on the field there was a small amount of confusion setting out the army so that the Ros&l competitors
could engage with each othprThe form up went well, and it was at that point we started to realise how

much we were outnumbered. The new royalist LG appeared to have attract ed numbers... So, we followed
them down at a suitable distance with a cavalry escort of three horses, gave a salute to tte staff of the
Oddfellow's to mark the passing of their Landlord in the last few days. Arrived at the town centre market
place and our little army barely filled the one side whereas the royalists comfortably took the other two
sides. At this point Julian F rance managed to bag the Scots for some additional firepower- my thanks to
Lyndsey [acting CO Scotbfor supporting N _ p j g _ &auosk. il ditended the Wreath Laying with Barrie to
represent the forces of Parliament - met the Mayor, the High Sheriff of Che shire, and the local MP,
presented the troops etc. etc. Got dissed by the Yeomen of course as 'the enemy..."...

The march down to the battlefield was a little subdued to start with - but eventually got going. | was
pleased to see that a reasonable blockf&kippon's had arrived that the battlefield direct from the pub... so
we welcomed them into our gang. The arrangement on the battlefield was as follows: on the right we had
the Scots plus half the army shot [London + Lilburne's + others All the pike in the centre; Manchester's plus
the rest of the shot on the left. We had our artillery arranged to keep a corridor along the riverbank, so we
could keep our troops within the area in-line with the tree.

We started by moving the shot forward and giving a vo lley - brought up the pike to line up with the shot -
another volley and then straight in at the point of pike. The battle in the centre of the field was ferocious
for a few minutes, and all of our units were engaged with each one set against slightly bigg er units.
However, it soon became obvious that there was a Royalist pike block spare, so it appeared that Barrie put
his focus on the Rosebowl and setthe KG& Np g | a c PrsManchestés. Without any spare units
they had to suck it up. The good thing aboutKG& Np g | ac Rsshattheyrarlg quite benign, in that
they stand still and wait to double tap Manchester's... They could have really caused problems had they
realised we were totally committed elsewhere.

The battle had become disjointed, andthe lines were well and truly mixed up. Lord Grey($ were fighting
well right down the field, Skippon's held the centre against a very large block of Lisle's, Manchester's were
being pummelled onthe leftby KG& Np g | ac Prdenshopan Bagh flank were holding their ground.
Barrie and | agreed an early parley to bring everything back into shape. The parley was a good chance to
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catch breath and get everything

structured again. We had about 6/7

musket shots left at this point, which

given that we had only been engaged for
about 25 minutes gives an idea of the
amount of firing going on... As usual the
parley results in a re-start which we took
straight down the field to them...

To be honest for the last 15 minutes we

just held on... We were really getting
battered by this point and their advantage

in numbers really started to tell. |

swapped some pike units around to make
sure thatthe Guardand Npgl ac Ps
gotatasteof Agr r gc @kegen_bc
fighting with [Misty's ] Wal ler's Brigade
who had a mixed block with London troops, but the end came just in time.

We reformed, turned the army around, held a minute silence, and received the Roséowl results - 4. Our
very own Haselrigg 8. 3. The KG. 2. Manchester's and 1.Prince P s n c .p/\fe &ffthe field marching off
from the left flank, dismissing and thanking the troops on the wide footpath just the other side of the
bridge. | am not aware [and didn't seq any injuries despite it being a good old fashioned muddy Nantwich.

I have reflected on what | could have done to have changed the battle. | could have moved the artillery on
the riverside closer to the Royalists to keep that corridor clear, but it would only have driven the royalist
shot towards the centre increasing the corfusion of the mixed blocks already engaged there. | would have
liked to have rotated the pike blocks a little more, but the disparity in their comparative performances
meant that they just weren't close enough to pull them out and swap them. | am aware that the
performance was messy, a slogging match, and that we only just held our own. | believe that given even
numbers we would have battered them, unfortunately this time | must report we snatched only a draw.

I would like to share my thanks to lan Bailey - he's great at keeping everything organised, keeping me
informed of what | am supposed to be doing, and for his advice. My thanks are also due to Julian France - a
real asset getting everyone organised for the march and for his assistance, advice and suport on the field;
and my Guidon Ashley Fletcher for acting as runner across a very muddy the field. I'm sad to report it was
not an auspicious start to the year. | have also come to realise that the days you are tested as a commander
is when it$ all against you; we survived due to the character of the army, but | must do better if asked to
serve the army in similar circumstances in the future. After all that we retired to the pub to catch our

breath! Maybe | will see more Londoners there in 2019? JCTIP
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